ISSUE NO. 2 // LAJNA YEAR 2017- 18 


AN NUSRAT 


LAJNA IMAILLAH UK MAGAZINE 


= 


MINARATUL MASIH 


A bottom-up view of the iconic White Minaret of Masjid Aqsa, Qadian 


parr-up DUA (gilles: 
| = 


Up: Room where Hazrat Massih Maud (peace be upon : 
him) took the first oath of allegiance on 23 March 1889 J : ps” I Caen 
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I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the one without any partner and I bear witness that 
Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger. 

I affirm that I shall always be ready to sacrifice my life, property, time and children for the cause of faith and the Community; I 
shall always adhere to truth and shall always be prepared to make every sacrifice for the perpetuation of the Ahmadiyya 
Khilafat, Inshallah 
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He it is who has raised among the unlettered people a Messenger from 
among themselves who recites unto them His signs, and purifies them, 
and teaches them the Book and wisdom, although they had been, before, 
SSNS. E-N in manifest misguidance. 


DN Se =. 5 _ And among others from among them who have not yet joined them, He is 
=a vu Mighty, the Wise. 
2 ~*~ [Taken from English translation by Maulawi Sher Ali (2004), Islam International Publica- 
7” tions] 
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Hazrat Abu Hurrairah, Allah be pleased with him, narrates:- “When Sura 
Juma’a (chapter 62 ) of the Holy Quran was revealed to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), We happened to be there in his 
company, when he recited the verse “others from among them and have 
not yet joined them” someone asked, who are they O Messenger of Allah. 
The man repeated the question two or three times. At that time Salman the 
Persian was also sitting among us. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) placed his hand on him and said, ‘Even if faith as- 
cends to the Pleiades completely disappearing from the earth, there would 
be someone from his people; In other version ‘one man is mentioned in- 


stead of ‘some people’ - who would restore faith back to earth. 
[Bukhari, Tafseer ul Quran, vol 3 page 1560] 
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Writings of the Promised 
Messiah (peace be on him} 


BVhenever the Imam of an age makes his appearance in the world, 
he is accompanied by thousands of lights. There is jubilation in 
heaven and people's good qualities are stimulated through the 

spread of spirituality and light. So, the one who possesses the ca- 
pacity of receiving revelation, begins to receive revelation, and the 
one who has the capacity to gain understanding by reflecting upon 
matters of faith, his power of reflection and understanding is aug- 
mented, and the one inclined towards worship begins to find pleas- 
ure in worship and supplication, and the one who engages in dis- 
course with the followers of other faiths, is bestowed the power of 
reasoning and carrying the arguments to a convincing conclusion. 
In fact, all this results from the diffusion of spirituality which de- 
scends from heaven with the Imam of the age and finds its way into 
every eager heart. This is a general phenomenon and a Divine prac- 
tice to which the Holy Qur'an and the authentic Ahadith guide us 
and which I have observed through my personal experiences. But the 
age of the Promised Messiah has a unique characteristic, which is that 
in the scriptures of earlier Prophets and in Ahadith it is recorded that 
at the time of advent of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him), 
the spread of spiritual light will reach a degree that women will also 
receive revelations, children will be able to prophecy and common 
people will speak with the power of the Holy Spirit. All this will bea 
reflection of the spirituality of the Promised Messiah. When the light 
of the sun falls upon a wall, it is illuminated, and if it has been white- 
washed with lime it shines even more, and if it is studded with mir- 
rors it reflects the light so strongly that the naked eye can hardly bear 
its reflection. But the wall cannot claim that the light is its own, for 
the light vanishes altogether after sunset. In the same manner, all the 
light of revelation is a reflection of the light of the Imam of the age.” 


[Zarurat-ul-Imam, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 13, pp. 474-475] 
https://www.alislam.org/library/books/Essence-4.pdf pp. 108 
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EDITORIAL 


23" of March 1889 was the momentous day when the Promised Messiah (peace be 
upon him) took the oath of allegiance from the forty faithful disciples and founded 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim community. This auspicious day is commemorated each 
year with the spirit of unity, devotion and righteousness which the Promised Messi- 
ah (peace be upon him) instilled in the divinely established Jama’at. This revolution- 
ary, yet modest beginning of the last divinely guided Jama’at brought about the re- 
naissance of Islam. 


Before his advent, Muslims were living in a state of confusion and darkness. The 
atmosphere of religious unrest was prevalent in the sub-continent. Islam was under 
attack from other religions and there was no one to defend it, rather the unmah 
had drifted away from the true teachings of Islam. In this tumultuous time, the 
Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) emerged as a beacon of hope; divested Is- 
lam of fanatic beliefs, upheld its dignity and demonstrated it in its pristine form. 
This divine mission of Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) is continuing to this 
day in the form of Khilafat. Currently under the divine guidance of the fifth succes- 
sor, our Jama’at is spreading the peaceful message of Islam to the ends of the earth. 


The primary focus of the current edition is the advent of Promised Messiah (peace 
be upon him); to give our readers informed knowledge about his life, claims and 
significant contribution to reinstate Islam’s true teachings. ‘The signs of latter days’ 
touches upon the prophecies in the Holy Quran about the Promised Messiah (peace 
be upon him) and their fulfilment. The timeline introduces some of the important 
events in chronological order. A few highlights of the Promised Messiah’s (peace be 
upon him) exemplary life are included to derive inspiration. The content includes a 
wide array of other topics such as scrumptious recipes, latest technologies and La- 
jna events. For young readers, our talented Nasirat have researched and submitted 
some inspiring incidents from the life of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) 
and each story has a unique perspective. 


We hope you enjoy reading the second edition of 2018 and An-Nusrat team looks 
forward to your valuable feedback. 
Nudrat Mubasher 
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After reciting the Tashahhud, 
Ta’wwuz, Tasmia and Surah Fati- 
hah, Hazrat Ameer-ul-Mu’mineen 

(may Allah be his Helper) said: 
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The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) then further states: 


“J have been bestowed this vank and status through complete submission and [my] tue 
love for the Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) That is why 
this message ts for the entire world; that everyone should love this prophet and follow 
him. Shrough this, one will be able to. foun a connection with Ged Almighty and become a 
ture believer that adheres to. the Oneness of Ged.” 

The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) continues by saying: 


The sens of Adam have ne Messenger and Intercesser Gut Muhammad, the Chasen One, 
(peace and blessings of Altah be upon him). Endeavour therefore, to cultivate ture love 
for this Prophet of glory and majesty, and de not give precedence to. anyone over him, sa 
that in heaven you may be counted as those whe have attained salvation. Remember, sat- 
vation is net something that will be manifested after death. On the contiauy, ture salva- 
tion exhibits its light in this very world. Whe is the one whe attains salvation? Such a 
pewon is he whe believes that Ged is ture and that Muhammad, peace and blessings of 
Ullah be upon him, is the Intercesser between God and all His creation, and that under 
the heaven there is ne. Messenger equal in rank to. him, ner is there any book equat in sta- 
tws to the Quran. God did not desive that anyone should vemain alive eternally, but this 
Chasen Prophet lives forever.” 


(Kavhti-e-Nuh, Ruhani Khaza’in V19, pages 13-14) 


“How unfortunate is the man, whe. even now, is unaware that there is a God whe. has 
power over all things. Cur paradise lies in our God. Our highest delight is in our God for 
we have seen Him and found every beauty in Him. This wealth is worth procuring 
though one might have to lay down one’s life to. procure it. This uby is worth purchasing 
though one may have te base oneself to. acquire it. O ye, whe ave deprived! Hasten to this 
fountain as it will satiate you. It is this fountain of life that will save you. What am J 
to do? How shall J impress the hearts with this goad news? What sort of a dum am J 
to eat in the streets in order te make the announcement that this is your Ged, se. that peo- 
ple might hear? What remedy shall I apply to. the ears of the peeple se that they should 
listen?” 

(Kashiti-e-Nuh, Ruhani Khaze’in V19, pages 21-22) 


“If you become one with Ged, vest assured that God toc will be your. God Utmighty 
shall remain awake for you as you sleep. God shall watch over your enemy and frus- 
Gods power. Had you known, not a single day would you have grieved over the world. 
Dees he whe. owns a treasure weep, cvy and become soviewful unte death over the loss of 

a single coin? Had you been aware of this treasure and knew that at every time 


of need Gad is able to fulfil your requirements, why would you lock te the world 50. reot- 
lessly? Ged is a precious treasure; appreciate Him accordingly, for Hee is your Helper 
at every step. You are nothing 
without Flim, nor do your resources and your schemes amount te anything. De not fot- 
low other people for they have become wholly reliant on material means. Just as a snake 
cavion in the manner of vultures and dogs. They have become estranged from Ged.” 


“J was wading the couplet of Ftassan bin Shabit which he wiote at the demise of the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Atlah be upon him) The couplet was as fol- 
Cows: “ 

Si) Gite aa «Spall Squall Gus 

Jalal Gus Ghiled cEraalé Glaes eld (ye 
O Muhammad, you were [like] the pupll of my eye which has been Uinded since your 
demise. Whescever may depad henceforth, for J feared your death alone. 


“while veading this couplet, J wished in my heart that it was I whe had composed this 
couplet.” 


Uy 


‘Nothing has caused more pain te my heart than their mockery of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and Elessings of Ullah be upon him). Their hurtful insults and slander against 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of UAtlah be upon him) has caused great pain te. 
my heart. J swear by God that if all my progeny and the progeny of my progeny, all 

my friends, all these whe offer their help and assistance to. me were killed before my 

eyes, and my own hands and feet were cut off and the pupils of my eyes were gorged 
out, and J am to be deprived of all my desirves and made to. lose my happiness and com- 
forts, it would not pain my heart as it has been pained by the foul attacks made on the 
noble character of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Atlah be upon him) . Thus, 
© Lord of the Heavens! Bestow upon us Your mercy and help, and save us from this 
great trial.’ 
(CQaena-e-Kamalat-e-Istam, Ruhani Khaz in V5, page 15) (Seerat-e-Sayyeba, Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad, pages 
43-44) 


‘I swear by Ullah the Utmighty that just as Ged Almighty had spoken te Atiaham and 
then Isaac, Ismael, Jacob, Joseph, Moses and Jesus sen of Mary and then the Holy 
Srophet (peace and blessings of Atlah be upon him), upon whom Ke bestowed His most 
illumine and pure revelation, in the same way He has spoken to me. However, this hon- 
our has been bestowed upon me due te my subsewience to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
Elessings of Allah be upon him). If J were not among the follower of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upen him) and did not follow his blessed medet then 
even if my deeds were as high as a mountain, J would never have been honoured with this 
(Tajalliyat-e-Hlahiya, Ruhani Khaza’in V2, pages 411-412) 


‘Thi under the inpubse of any passions, he/she shall cause ne haun whatsoever ta the 
ner any other means.” 


“That he|she shall keep himself [hewelf occupied in the sewice of God's creatures for Klis 
sake only and shall endeavour towards the beneficence of mankind to the best of his [her 
God-given abilities and power.” 

(Inata-e-Cuham, Ruhani Kazan V3, page 564) 


There ane two. aspects of faith. Firstly, it is to Cove Allah the Umighty and secondly to 
love mankind to the extent wherein one considers their tioubles as if they were his own 
and thus pray for them.’ 

(Nascem-e-Da’wat, Ruhani Khana'in 19, page 464) 


‘I would like to. infoun all the Muslims, Christians, Hindus and Muypas that J do not 
bear enmity with anyone. (J.c. he does not deem anyone ta be his enemy even these whe. 
eppese him). The love J have for the whole of mankind is like the love a benevolent moth- 
er has for her children, in fact even more. J am only an enemy of the false doctrines 
which olliterate the tuth. Fo. show sympathy te mankind is my duty and to shun: false- 
hood, Shirk, cwelty, ilt-practice, injustice and inmerality, ave my principals.’ 


(Cibe’een, Ruhani Khaze’in V 17, page 344) 


‘During the days when the plague was cvampant, and every day countless peaple would 
fall victim to the epidemic and die, J heard the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) 
praying in a manner that left me astounded. There was such passion, feweur and heart- 
melting agony in his supplication that left even the one hearing it in an eatiacrdinary 
emotional state. Fle would weep and cry in prostiation upon the Divine thresheld, and 
his voice was filled with such pain and anguish that is scunded like a woman restless in 
labour.’ 


5 listened carefully and heard him praying for mankind to be saved from the punish- 
ment of the plague and he prayed that ‘O Ged! Should all these peaple perish from the 
unxath of the plague, whe will remain te wowhip you?’ 


(Taken from Seerat-e-Sayyeba, Hazrat Mirza Bashir Uimad, page 54) 
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Yet my head never fatls te display lave and compassion in any matter 
(Taken from Seerat-e-Sayyeba, Mirza Bashir Ahmad, pages 57-59) 


“©O ye peaple listen carefully! This is a prophecy by He Whe has created the heavens 
and the earth. Hee will spread His Community to. all countries and though reasoning 
and ational arguments, He will confer deminance ever all. The day is not far off, in 
fact it is very nen, when this will be the only religion in the world that will be respected 
Cllah the Ukmighty will infuse eatriacidinary blessings inte this Movement and religion, 
and will destuy every individual whe hartouw even a thought of destroying this Com- 
munity. This victory will vemain until the Day of Judgement. If now J am ridiculed and 

mocked then what hain can that cause me? Us there has been ne Srophet whe was net 

mocked. Us Atlah the Almighty says: 


= 


Thus it is a sign from Ged that every Srophet has been mocked. However how can one 
mock he whe descends down from the heavens right before everyone's eyes with the sup- 
port of angels? Therefore the wise can understand based on this argument that it is a 
that ave alive at present will eventually die without a single one having witnessed Jesus 
son of Mary descending from the heavens. Their progeny will alse pass away failing te 
witness Jesus son of Mary descending from the heavens. The progeny of their progeny 
will alse perish and they too. will never see the son of Mary descending from the heavens. 
Then God will cause their hearts ta become anxious that the eva for the domination of the 
c10s5 has passed and a new phase in the world has commenced yet Jesus, son of Mary 
still has not descended. Shen the intelligent and wise will rapidly become averse ta this 
concept. The third century from now will net come toe. pass that beth the Muslim and the 
Chiistians alike, whe are awaiting the Messiah, will become completely hopeless and 
will shun this false belief. There will vemain only one religion and one Leader. J have 
only come to sow the seed. Thus I have planted this seed with my hands and now it will 
flowiish and bloom and ne one can halt this.’ 


(Fadhhivatul Shahadatain, Rukani Khaza’in V20, pages 66-67) 
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Basira Ajmal, Bournemouth 


The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) was born on Friday 13" February, 1835. He was born as a twin in 
accordance to a prediction made by the Muslim saint, Mohiyuddin Ibn-e-Arabi"™! 


In 1850 (which is the estimated year of his first marriage), the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) married 
his cousin Hurmat Bibi sahiba. His marriage ceremony was a simple one without any non-Islamic customs or 
traditions. Even from this young age, he was very much inclined towards increasing his spiritual knowledge; 
his heart was filled with love for his Creator and His Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
At the age of 16 or 17, The Promised Messiah (may peace be upon him) started reading Christian books and 
noting down all of the attacks made against the Holy Prophet (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), while also fervently studying the Holy Qur'an to find answers to these allegations. !! 


His first child Hazrat Mirza Sultan Ahmad (may Allah be pleased with him) was born in 1853 and his second 
child Hazrat Mirza Fazal Ahmad (may Allah be pleased with him) was born in 1855."3! 


In 1864, the Promised Messiah’s (peace be upon him) father managed to find employment for him as a reader 
for a magistrate in Sialkot.!4 Outside of his office hours, he continued to spend his time studying the Holy 
Qur’an and displayed a great zeal in defending his faith. Christian missionaries had made the town of Sialkot 
the center of their activities, so the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) started a single-handed campaign 
in ae of Islam, including engaging in public debates against the Scottish Christian missionary, Dr. But- 
ler." 


In 1867, the Promised Messiah’s (peace be upon him) mother became critically ill and his father sent him a 
message to resign and return to Qadian. While he was on his way, his loving mother passed away. '© 
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Between 1867 and 1871, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) attended court cases on his father’s be- 
half, which concerned regaining the ancestral lands and properties of his family. The outcome of some of 
these cases were unsuccessful, nevertheless, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) never once distorted 
the facts or manipulated the evidence to his own advantage, as was very common in court proceedings. In- 
stead, he always manifested the highest degree of truthfulness and acted in a humble manner. "7! 


In the year 1872, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) began publishing his articles about Islam in the 
magazine ‘Manshoor-i-Muhammadi’ in Banglore, as well as other newspapers around the country. He stated 
that if any non-Muslim could present teachings from their religious books that amounted to even half of the 
teachings that could be found in Islam, he would give them 500 Rupees. However no one dared to accept this 
challenge. !® 


In 1875, the Promised Messiah's (peace be upon him) father laid the foundation stone of the Aqsa Mosque in 
Qadian. The area of this mosque was much bigger than all other mosques in Qadian, which confused people 
at the time. However, they were unaware that this was done by divine arrangement, for although the people 
did not yet know, a time would come when this mosque would gain a distinguished eminence throughout the 
world. !9! 


Towards the end of 1875, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) began fasting in accordance to a divine 
command. He continued to fast for eight to nine months, only eating one small meal after sunset. During this 
period, he experienced many divine manifestations and met the Holy Prophet (may the peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), Hazrat Fatima (may Allah be pleased with her), and other prophets and saints in his 
dreams and visions. !*°! 


In 1876, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) was informed in a dream that the time of his father’s 
death was near. The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) became grief-stricken and worried that he would 
have to go through many financial hardships after his father passed away. He then received the revelation: 
“oa Cilss ail Cull” (Is not God sufficient for His servant), which relieved him and gave him peace of mind that 
Allah would never forsake him. Accordingly, his father passed away at the age of 85 and was buried in the 
courtyard of Aqsa Mosque. "4! 


AN-NUSRAT 


19 


In 1878, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) published a series of articles in a newspaper which ex- 
posed some baseless Aryan beliefs. He promised anyone who could prove these Aryan beliefs to be true, a 
prize of 500 Rupees. No one was able to do this. This was the first victory of Islam against the Aryans, and was 
followed by more debates and challenges between the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) and the Aryan 
leaders, which ended in more victories for Islam. ©! 


In 1879, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) also engaged in a written religious debate with Brahman 
leaders. They could not provide any answers in response to Huzoor’s (peace be upon him) solid arguments, 
and thus abandoned the debate. "3 


Between 1880 and 1884, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) wrote his monumental book Barahin-e- 
Ahmadiyya, in which he proved the truth and superiority of Islam as well as the supremacy and excellence of 
the Holy Prophet (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and the Holy Qur'an. '“! The purpose of 
this book was to repel attacks on Islam by various religious movements, including Christianity, the Aryans and 
the Brahmans. "5! 


In March 1882, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) received his first revelation that he had been com- 
missioned to be the Reformer of the 14" century. "©! This was followed by a revelation in 1883 that he was the 
Promised Messiah and Reformer of the age, according to a prophecy that had been made by the Holy Prophet 
(may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). "7! 


In 1884, the Promised Messiah’s (peace be upon him) second marriage took place in accordance to a divine 
revelation. He married Sayyeda Nusrat Jehan Begum sahiba (may Allah be pleased with her), who was the 
daughter of Hazrat Mir Nasir Nawab sahib (may Allah be pleased with him). "°! 


The second wife of the Promised Messiah, Hazrat Sayyedah Nusrat Jehan Begum (may Allah be pleased with 
her) bore ten children about whom there were several divine prophecies. Five of those children survived and 
had long lives; their names are: 


1. Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmad (may Allah be pleased with him — Muslih-Mau'ood and the 


second successor of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him). Born on January, 12, 1889 and passed away 
on November 8, 1965. 


2. Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad (may Allah be pleased with him) - Born on April 20, 1893 and passed away 
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on September 2, 1963. 


5. Hazrat Mirza Shareef Ahmad (may Allah be pleased with him) — Born on May 24, 1895, passed away on 
Dec. 26, 1961. 


4. Hazrat Sayyidah Nawab Mubarkah Begum (may Allah be pleased with her) - Born on March 2, 1897, 
passed away on May 23, 1977. 


5. Hazrat Sayyidah Nawab Amatul Hafeez (may Allah be pleased with her) — Born on June 25, 1904, passed 
away on May 6, 1987. 


In March 1885, in accordance with divine instruction, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) announced 
through a public advertisement that he was the divinely appointed Reformer of the present age and that his 
spiritual attributes were like the attributes of Jesus Christ (peace be upon him). This announcement was sent 
to almost all of the religious leaders, scholars and kings of the world, and included an invitation for all of them 


to visit him in Qadian and observe for themselves the divine signs which proved the truth of his proclamation. 
[19] 


In January 1886, following a divine indication, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) went to the town of 
Hoshiarpur and spent 40 days in solitude, prayers and remembrance of God. At the end of this period, he re- 
ceived a grand prophecy about the future success of the Ahmadiyya Jamaat and that he would be blessed with 
a son (Musleh Mauood), who would be the ‘Promised Reformer’ and a direct sign of Allah’s Mercy. !°! 


The prophecy about Musleh Mauood was fulfilled in January 1889, with the birth of Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud- 
Din Mahmud Ahmad (may Allah be pleased with him). }4) 


In March 1889, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) published the 10 conditions of Bai’at (Pledge of 
Allegiance) *#! and held a formal initiation event during which 40 people pledged their allegiance to him and 
were initiated into Ahmadiyyat. The first person to pledge their allegiance to him was Hazrat Maulana Ha- 
keem Maulvi Nur-Ud-Din sahib (may Allah be pleased with him), who later became the first Successor of the 
Pom sed Messiah (peace be upon him). This marked the establishment of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Communi- 
ty" 
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In December 1891, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) established the institution of Jalsa Salana in 
Qadian. He selected the 27", 28" and 29"" December of every year to be the period in which the Jalsa Salana 


would take place. The first Jalsa Salana was held in the Aqsa Mosque, Qadian and was attended by 75 people. 
[24] 


Towards the end of the year 1891, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) issued an invitation to other re- 
ligious scholars and leaders to meet and compete with him in receiving divine favours from God in selected 
matters. The reason for this was that God would only favour one who was truthful in his claim of being the 
Reformer of the age. However, when various religious scholars realised that they were unable to compete 
with the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) in this and other regards, they secured a Fatwa (religious de- 
cree) of disbelief from 200 Maulvis against the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him). !5! 


In 1893, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) again held a public religious debate, this time with the 
Christian missionaries, Deputy Abdullah Atham and Dr. Martin Clark. The Promised Messiah (peace be upon 
him) defeated the missionaries with his logic and eloquent arguments, and had a very strong impact on those 
who attended the debate. !7°! 


In 1893, The Promised Messiah(peace be upon him) was blessed with a son Sahabzada Mirza Bashir Ahamad. 


In 1898, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) received a vision that the plague would spread through- 
out the province of Punjab. He publicised this prophecy in February 1898 through a public advertisement. At 
the time, the plague had not been reported anywhere in Punjab, and thus his opponents ridiculed him. How- 
ever, the very next winter the cities of Jalandhar and Hoshiarpur fell victim to the plague. '77! 


By 1902, the plague had become such an epidemic that people were dying in the streets. The same year, the 
Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) penned Noah's Ark: An Invitation to Faith, in which he shared a reve- 
lation from God that it was not necessary for a true Ahmadi to inoculate themselves against the plague, as 
God had declared that He would protect all those who were within his house. This did not just refer to the 
physical boundary of the Promised Messiah’s (peace be upon him) dwelling, but included all those who were 
true believers in Ahmadiyyat. This had an enormous effect on non-Ahmadis, and hundreds of people joined 
Ahmadiyyat in a short period after witnessing the fulfillment of this revelation first hand. 7°! 


In April 1899, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) published his book /esus in /ndia. In the book, he 
included a historical account of the life of Jesus Christ (peace be upon him) and revealed that he was buried in 
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the city of Srinagar in Kashmir, India. This book ended up fulfilling an important part of the Promised Messi- 
ah’s (peace be upon him) divine mission; namely to break the false doctrine of the Cross. '?2! 


In April 1905, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) wrote a long poem, in which he described how a 
‘promised earthquake’, that is, an event would devastate the whole world. One verse of this poem highlights 
how ‘Even the mighty Czar would find himself in a miserable condition when that hour will approach’. As we 
all now know, all of these events occurred during World War I exactly as had been prophesised by the Prom- 
ised Messiah (peace be upon him). 8°! 


Towards the end of 1905, repeated revelations from God informed the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) 
that his death was approaching. He therefore wrote the booklet ‘The Will’ as a guidance for the Ahmadiyya 
Jamaat. 34) 


In April and May 1908, Huzoor (peace be upon him) received more revelations that the time of his death was 
near. Nonetheless, he continued to give talks about his claims and teachings and also continued writing the 
essay ‘A Message of Reconciliation’, which he wrote to help bring about peace between the Hindus and Mus- 
lims in India. On 25 May 1908, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) handed in this completed manu- 
script for publishing. The very next day, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) passed away at the age of 
73. 321 May Allah continue to shower his blessings upon the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him), whose 
teachings brought about such a spiritual revolution that they continue to spread throughout the world, even 
to this day. 
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SIGNS OF THE LATTER DAYS 


THE ADVENT OF THE PROMISED MESSIAH AS 


As Proven By Signs of the Latter Days 
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“He it is Who has raised among the Unlet- 
tered people a Messenger from among 
themselves who recites unto them His Signs, 
and purifies them, and teaches them the 
Book and wisdom, although they had been, 
before, in manifest misguidance; 


And among others from among them who 
have not yet joined them. 


He is the Mighty, the Wise.” 


The Holy Qur’an - the fountainhead of all knowledge, contains numerous prophecies re- 
garding the advent of the Messiah and Imam Mahdi that the world had been awaiting. 
These prophecies fall into two categories: the first being the prophecies regarding the Prom- 
ised Messiah (peace be upon him) himself and the second being the signs of the Latter Days 
when the advent of the Messiah would occur. Some may argue that the two types are inde- 
pendent of one another. By reflection, one can see how the two categories of prophecies are 
in fact inseparable, as the Holy Prophet Muhammad (may peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) stated that the coming of the Messiah would take place in the Latter Days. 


There are many religions that had been awaiting the advent of a Messiah or a Reformer. The 
‘Second Coming’ of the Messiah, however, is mainly a Christian and Islamic concept. Hence, 
the main focus in this article will be upon the prophecies of these two religions. 


AN-NUSRAT 25 


One of the many signs of the Latter Days would be the rapid increase in natural and man- 
made disasters. The Holy Qur’an states in relation to this period: 


Soon shall we attend to you, O ye two big groups! 
Which, then, of the favours of your Lord will you twain deny? 
O company of Jinn and Men! If you have power to go beyond the confines of 
the heavens and the earth, then do go. But you cannot go save with authority. 


Which, then, of the favours of your Lord will you 
twain deny? 

There shall be sent against you a flame of fire and HOLY 

smoke; And you shall not be able to help your- BIBLE 

selves.” 


The Holy Bible also states: 


“And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars; see 

ye be not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not 
yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and 

there shall be famines, and pestilences and earthquakes in diverse places.”3 


Nowadays, through the global media we are constantly inundated with the tragic news of 
natural disasters. These include earthquakes (e.g. Haiti, 2010, with an estimated death toll 
of 100,000 -316,000), floods, epidemics such as AIDs (an estimated 35 million people have 
died of AIDS-related illnesses since the epidemic began) and famine. 


The other significant sign of the Latter Days as pointed out in both these Holy scriptures is 
the occurrence of wars. The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) predicted that God 
would unify all nations through him but in the process, there would be many catastrophic 
signs shown to the world. 


It is undeniable that the political tensions of the world at present poses the threat of a nu- 
clear Third World War. The words of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) 


“Day of Doom” 
and 


“A havoc shall sweep the surface of the earth which shall be the greatest since 
the birth of man. Habitations shall be demolished as if no one had ever lived 
in them,”5 


predicted the coming of such a war. 


These catastrophes are destined to take place but God Almighty’s plan is that these tragic 
events are a requisite to bringing about a great revolution. Allah assures his believers: 


‘We never punish unless We send a Messenger.’ (Holy Qur’an, 17:16). 
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The importance of His Messenger at these times is so he can assure believers: 


“Unity of God will be established as the faith of men and the world will be uni- 
fied ending the period of mutual conflict. A millennium of peace and spiritual 
progress will follow.”6 


The Holy Qur’an also mentions Ya’juj and Ma’juj which are Gog and Magog in Biblical 
terms, as making their appearance in the Latter Days. These two great powers seem to rep- 
resent ‘the Soviet Union’ and ‘the West’. The Soviet Union or Communism teaches atheism 
whilst ‘the West’ teaches materialism. Both these ideologies pull mankind away from God. 
Hence, the Holy Qur’an intimates of the ideological battle between the Promised Messiah 
and Gog and Magog or the forces of secularism. 


The Holy Qur’an and the Holy Bible also describe the Promised Messiah as battling with the 
Dajjal or the Anti-Christ. What is Dajjal? There is a misconception that the Dajjal would be 
a person with supernatural powers and physical traits such as ‘one-eye’, who would travel 
with a ‘donkey of inordinate size’, with clouds of smoke and fire before and behind it. It 
must be understood that these physical descriptions are metaphorical. They indicate that- 
the Dajjal would be a group of men devoid of spiritual vision and that the donkey of 
the Dajjal symbolises the railway and modern transport, inventions of predominantly Chris- 
tian countries. When a steam train whistles, the sound resembles the braying of a donkey. It 
uses fire and water as fuel and clouds of smoke emerge around it as was prophesied by the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessing of Allah be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) advised us to read the first 10 verses of Surah Al Kahf of the 
Holy Qur’an to aid our understanding of the truth behind the meaning of Dajjal. Verse 5 
reads: 


“And that it may warn those who say, Allah has taken unto Himself a son.” 


It warns us that the Dajjal is in fact latter-day Christianity, the teachings of which are 
against God as they endorse polytheism through the concept of Trinity.” 


If we look towards the great western powers of America and Europe, externally they seem 
strong but internally their moral decline is slowly destroying them. The only answer for the 
long-term success of these two great powers is for them to turn to God through the ac- 
ceptance of the Second Coming of the Messiah. 


The Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) prophesied the coming of 
the Imam Mahdi in the Latter Days: 


“By Him in Whose hands is my life, the son of Mary will soon appear among 
you. He will administer justice, he will break the cross, kill the swine, abolish 
war and distribute wealth but no one will accept it. In those days, one pros- 
tration before Allah will be better than the world and what it con- 
tains.” (Bukhari, Kitabul-Anbiya) 
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The breaking of the cross and killing of the swine in this Hadith signifies the ideological de- 
feat of Christianity; the abolishment of war means that a Jihad of the sword would be sus- 
pended and the distribution of wealth connotes the spread of spiritual knowledge. & 


Among the many prophecies regarding the coming of the Latter Days, the Holy Qur’an men- 
tions in Surah Al-Takwir: 


4 4 
Ghd55 Beall ils 
“And when books are spread abroad.” (Ch.81: V.11) 


This verse refers to the vast circulation of books, newspapers and journals and to the popu- 
lar use of libraries and reading rooms as well as the rapid spread of information in the Lat- 
ter Days.? If we look at historical evidence, the 1830’s saw the dawn of “The writing and 
reading revolution.’ It was also around this time that the printing press became more wide- 
spread. The first steam powered rotary printing press was born in this time which indus- 
trialised the writing and reading revolution. The introduction of inventions such as the Tele- 
graph and the postal system helped the easy transportation of the mass-scale production of 
these books and newspapers and the written word. 


The claim of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian (peace be upon him) to be the Promis- 
ed Messiah and Mahdi that the world had been awaiting, occurred at the time of the fulfil- 
ment of these prophecies. This in itself is sufficient to prove the truthfulness of the advent of 
the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him). For those who doubt his claim, the Holy Qur’an 
lays out clear signs: 


‘SsAlidesMal Sec odtisl otal aksoxt alos" Set devas 
b 
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“And a believing man from among the people of Pharaoh, who concealed his 
faith, said, “Will you slay a man because he says, ‘My Lord is Allah,’ while he 
has brought you clear proofs from your Lord? And if he be a liar, on him will 
be the sin of his lie; but if he is truthful, then some of that which he threatens 
you with will surely befall you. Certainly Allah guides not one who is a trans- 
gressor, and a liar.” (Surah Al Mu’min, Ch.40:V.29) ° 
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The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) heralded a new era of the revival of Islam. He 
divested it of fanatical beliefs by vigorously championing and reinstating Islam’s true teach- 
ings. Allah promised glad tidings to believers who accepted His Divine signs. May He enable 
the world to witness the renaissance of the true religion of God through the truthfulness of 
the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) and his followers. Ameen. 


What doubt do you have in accepting this Messiah, Whose resemblance has 
been stated by God? 


Why do you wonder if I’ve come as the Messiah? The spring-breeze itself is 
laced with the messianic spirit! There is fervour in the heavens for the invita- 
tion to truth; The angels are descending upon those with pious natures. The 
free people of Europe are leaning this way. The pulse of the dead has suddenly 
revived like the living. 


Hark the Heaven’s voice: “The Messiah comes ... the Messiah comes” And hear 
from the earth: “Here comes the triumphant Leader”. The sky rains its Sign 
the earth says: “It is time”. These two witnesses are cheering for me earnestly. 


I’m the Son of Mary but I’ve descended not from the sky; Iam Mahdi, too, but 
without sword and fighting. Iam not concerned with the country or the bat- 
tles; My task is to conquer the hearts, not the land. 


Iam that water that came from the heavens on time; I am that light of God by 
which the day became evident. 


It was time for the Messiah, not someone else’s time. If I had not come, some- 
one else would have come! 


(The Promised Messiah, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad)(peace be upon him) 
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THE PROMISED MESSIAH (PEACE BE UPON HIM) 


De Sere of Trlr 


& HIS PROPHET (MAY PEACE AND BLESSINGS OF ALLAH BE UPON HIM) 


SANNA AMINI, BRADFORD NORTH 


One of the signs of a true prophet is his faith in God and his ability to change what 
seems the impossible or the inevitable solely through the power of prayer. Such is the 
case of the Promised Messiah and Mahdi, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (peace be 
upon him) of Qadian, who modelled his life on Allah’s most beloved Prophet, Mu- 
hammad (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 


Below are a few incidents from the life of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) 
which demonstrate that he was a true devotee of Allah and His Prophet (may peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). 


}his love (o'r the Poly Prophet (may peace and, blessings of Allah be upow him) 


The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) was not only a devotee of the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) but was so enshrined in his 
love that sometimes the mere mention of him would bring about such deep emotions. 
On one such occasion upon hearing of the possibility of performing the Hajj, the 
Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) observed whilst wiping his tears, 


“This is my heart's desire; but I doubt whether I could endure the 
sight of the Sacred Tomb of the Holy Prophet (may peace and 
blessings of Allah be on him)”. 


(‘Traditions Reported by Hazrat Nawab Mubaraka Begum’ (may Allah be please with 
her)) 


On another occasion, it is reported that the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) 
did not respond to the salutation of Salam (i.e. greeting of ‘peace’) by Pandit Lekh 
Ram, a Hindu opponent of Islam who reviled and used abusive language against the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


(Seeratul Mahdi by Peer Sirajul Haq and Seerat Masih-i-Mau’ood by Irfani). 
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The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him), who was known for praying for his op- 
ponents, merely displayed that his love of his Master, Hazrat Muhammad (may peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him), knew no bounds and where the honour of the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was concerned, he was 
uncompromising. 


Ieefect Morals 


As is the case of all chosen people of Allah, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon 
him) exhibited remarkable traits from an early age. With regard to his magnanimous 
personality, Hazrat Mir Muhammad Ismail sahib (may Allah be pleased with him) 
writes about the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) claiming that each trait 
could be cited with an example and was by no means an exaggeration, in the following 
words: 


‘The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) was endowed with 
perfect morals. He was extremely compassionate and merciful; 
he was charitable and hospitable; he was the bravest among 
men; ... Forgiveness, forbearance, generosity, honesty, integrity, 
humility, patience, thankfulness, self-sufficiency, modesty, chas- 
tity, diligence, contentment, faithfulness, informality, simplicity, 
kindness, respect and reverence for God, His Prophet (may peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and religious divines, forti- 
tude, moderation, giving everyone his due, fulfilment of promise, 
alertness, sympathy, propagation of faith, training and instruct- 
ing, sociability, prudence, dignity, purity, liveliness and good 
humour, fidelity, self-respect, beneficence, respect for others, op- 
timism, valour, resolution, zealous regard for a cause, cheerful- 
ness, broadmindedness, self-control, sacrifice, punctuality and 
good use of time, management and administration, dissemina- 
tion of learning and Divine knowledge, love of God and His 
Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and 
perfect obedience to the Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) were the traits of his character.’ 


An example of his cheerful and forgiving conduct is evident when the Promised Mes- 
siah (peace be upon him) was writing his book Aina-i-Kamalat-i-Islam, and he hand- 
ed over some very important manuscripts to Hazrat Maulana Hakeem Maulvi Nur-Ud 
-Din sahib (may Allah be pleased with him), who later became his first Successor, to 
be sent to Mirza Mubarak Ahmad sahib (may Allah be pleased with him) to be trans- 
lated into Persian. To Hazrat Maulana Hakeem Maulvi Nur-Ud-Din sahib’s (may Al- 
lah be pleased with him) great dismay he mislaid these manuscripts and when the 
Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) found out, he came out of his room, cheerful 
and smiling, as usual, and far from exhibiting any uneasiness he excused himself, say- 
ing 
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“The loss of the material caused undue worry and anxiety to 
Maulvi Sahib. I much regret the trouble occasioned to him. As for 
myself, I believe firmly that Allah will, by His Grace, grant me 
capacity to write even better than I had written in those two 
sheets.” 


(Hazrat Maulvi Abdul Karim Sahib (may Allah be pleased with him), Seerat 
Masih-i-Mauood)) 


It is no doubt that the most significant trait of a prophet of Allah is his unrelenting 
faith in His Creator which is manifest through the acceptance of his prayers. In fact, 


there are numerous such incidents of the efficacious nature of the Promised Messiah’s 
(peace be upon him) prayers who stated, 


“God has blessed prayer with great power. He has repeatedly in- 
formed me that whatever is achieved shall be achieved by means 
of prayer. Our only weapon is prayer. I have no other weapon 
save this. God makes manifest whatever I ask of Him in secret.” 


(Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Sadiq (may Allah be pleased with him), Zikr-e- 
Habib)) 


Once, the non-Ahmadi Muslim opponents of the State of Kapurthala sought to take 
possession of the Ahmadi mosque there. The matter went to court and the devout yet 
concerned members of Kapurthala sent a request for prayers to the Promised Messiah 
(peace be upon him). When the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) received the 
request, he responded with, “Be not anxious. If I am righteous in my claim, you will 
get the mosque.” Albeit the judge being overtly hostile against the Community saying 
that it had “invented a new religion”, this was his imminent judgment against the 
Community in the courtroom. It transcended that whilst the judge was getting ready 
to go to court he suffered a fatal heart attack, the new judge who took care of the case 
ruled in the favour of all Ahmadis and their mosque was returned to them. (Siratul 
Mahdi and Ashab Ahmad) Such is the power of the prayer of a truthful prophet, 
Alhamdulillah! 


On another occasion it so happened that the second wife of the Promised Messiah 
(peace be upon him) Hazrat Amman Jan (may Allah be pleased with her) had pre- 
pared some pilau rice for the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him), when some 
guests unexpectedly arrived. When it was requested to serve the food to the guests, 
Hazrat Amman Jan (may Allah be pleased with her) stated that there was only enough 
for one portion. Upon hearing this, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) blew 
over the cooking pot saying, “now serve the food in the name of Allah”. Low and be- 
hold the rice was extraordinarily blessed and was not only ample for the visiting 
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guests, but was sent to other family members as well. (Siratul Mahdi, Tradition no. 


144) Such examples show the great favours that Allah bestows on his righteous 
Prophets. 


The life of the Promised Messiah was full of such heart-warming incidents which 
not only displayed his faith in Allah, but also showed how devotedly he followed the 
footsteps of his beloved master, the Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) whom he loved so very dearly. 
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Pleased Purpose of Caront of Promined Messiah (peace be on him) 
for abvengthiening He faith 


I wish to state that God Almighty — having found this age full of darkness, and sunk deep in heed- 
lessness, denial and paganism, and having observed the waning of faith, truthfulness, sincerity and 
righteousness — has sent me so that He may once again re-establish in the world the intellectual, 
physical, moral and spiritual verities, and to safeguard Islam against the onslaughts of those who 
design to harm this Divine garden in the guise of philosophy, naturalism, innovation, polytheism 
and atheism. ! 


https://www.alislam.org/library/books/Essence-4.pdf PG110-111 
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THE SPLIT 
A TRUTHFUL ACCOUNT OF THE DISCORD 
AMONGST THE AHMADIYYA MUSLIM COMMUNITY 


THE IMPORTANCE OF KHILATAT 
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THE ACTIVITIES OF PROPONENTS OF DISSENSION 


Khwaja Kamaluddin was a very astute person and read the situation well. From then on, he 
efrained from talking about Khilafat in public meetings. However, he resorted to another 
oy. In the minutes of the Anjuman, when recording the verdict of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
ay Allah be pleased with him), he would refer to Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be 
sed with him) as the President and not the Khalifa. The intention behind this was that 
the record of the Anjuman any reference should be erased that might support the no- 
at the Khalifa was the head of the Anjuman. Having understood all these machina- 
1910, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be Pleased with him) wrote to the Anju- 
because I am the Khalifa, I could not be a member of the Anjuman. Hazrat Kha- 
ih I (may Allah be pleased with him) directed that he was appointing me as the 
f the Anjuman. By this, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be pleased with 
ure that any future misunderstanding should be removed, so it was not believed 
alifa was only obeyed because he was the President of the Anjuman and not 
overall authority. 


Then there was a further instance when 
Khwaja Kamaluddin and his sympathisers 
blatantly disobeyed instructions of Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be pleased 
with him) about the sale of a house. They 
also attempted to portray me as a part of 
the group of people who had disobeyed 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be 
pleased with him). When Hazrat Kha- 
lifatul Masih I (may Allah be pleased with 
him) asked me to explain myself, I was 
able to clearly justify my position. 


Then Khwaja Kamaluddin resorted to an- 
other ploy. He started a series of public 
lectures. He would deliver the lecture and 
write a very positive appraisal of his own 
lecture in the newspapers. This increased 
the popularity of Khwaja Kamaluddin as a 
public speaker and everyone wanted him 
to come to their meeting to deliver a lec- 
ture. During his lecture tour, Khwaja 
Kamaluddin would mention the concept of 
the Anjuman and Khalifa, sometimes 
openly and at other times covertly. With 
the increasing popularity of these _lec- 
tures, some non-Ahmadi Muslims also 
started attending. This presented a bit of 
an issue regarding Salat (the mandatory 
Islamic Prayers). If the lecture occurred 
during Salat (Prayer) time, then Ahmadi 
and non-Ahmadi Muslims would offer 
their Salat in congregation, independent 
of each other. The non-Ahmadi Muslims 
raised the objection that Ahmadi Muslims 
do not offer prayer in congregation with 
non-Ahmadi Muslims. Khwaja Kama- 
luddin would never directly address this 
issue, that non-Ahmadi Muslims refused 
to accept the Messiah of the time which 
had been the instruction of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). Ahmadi Muslims who obeyed 
the commandment of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and have accepted the Promised 
Messiah (peace be upon him), were not 
permitted to offer Salat behind an Imam 


who had blatantly disobeyed the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). Instead, Khwaja Kamaluddin 
would present all sorts of excuses. Khwaja 
Kamaluddin even wrote newspaper arti- 
cles stating that the directive prohibiting 
Ahmadi Muslims from offering Salat be- 
hind a non-Ahmadi Imam was only a tem- 
porary one. In this way, Khwaja Kama- 
luddin was attempting to pave the way for 


Ahmadi Muslims 
could not offer 
prayers behind an 
Imam who had 
rejected the Imam 
Mahdi sent by 
God. 


Ahmadi Muslims to start offering prayers 
behind a non-Ahmadi Imam. This ques- 
tion was put to Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I 
(may Allah be pleased with him), who 
clearly stated that this was a matter of 
principle and Ahmadi Muslims could not 
offer prayers behind an Imam who had 
rejected the Imam Mahdi sent by God. 


During his lecture, Khwaja Kamaluddin 
used to make sure not to mention even the 
name of the Promised Messiah (peace be 
upon him). He had worked out that he 
could not make his lectures popular 
amongst non-Ahmadi Muslims by refer- 
ring to the Promised Messiah (peace be 
upon him). This meant that the lectures of 
Khwaja Kamaluddin became even more 
popular amongst non-Ahmadi Muslims. 
Some Ahmadi Muslims equated the suc- 
cess and popularity of the lectures of 
Khwaja Kamaluddin as the success of the 
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Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. Those 
unsuspecting individuals considered this a 
way to reach out to non-Ahmadi Muslims, 
while those with deeper understanding 
could see that this was a ploy to make Ah- 
madis lose their identity and independent 
voice. When confronted, Khwaja Kama- 
luddin would present many explanations 
but still did not change his practice. He 
made sure that he never clearly mentioned 
the advent of the Promised Messiah (peace 
be upon him) in his speeches. Worried 
about the impact of these lectures on ordi- 
nary Ahmadis, I prayed for guidance. I 
saw in a vision that Khwaja Kamaluddin 
was offering people dry bread as cake! I 
took this as a Divine sign to clarify this 
practice and delivered a lecture on 27th 
March 1910, in which I warned about the 
error of the way of not mentioning the 
Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) in 
our effort of preaching. 


Khwaja Kamaluddin and his sympathisers 


adopted another technique by which they 
presented the status of Maulvi Moham- 
mad Ali as more revered and more elevat- 
ed than that of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I 
(may Allah be pleased with him). Khwaja 
Kamaluddin used to introduce Maulvi Mo- 
hammad Ali as his religious leader and 
spiritual guide, even during the life of 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be 
pleased with him). Maulvi Mohammad Ali 
developed resentment towards my mother 
and as he regarded me as the candidate for 


AN-NUSRAT 


Khilafat, Maulvi Mohammad 
every effort to oppose me and pl 
dishonour me. 


THE CONTINUED DECEPTION 


Then in 1910, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
(may Allah be pleased with him) becam 
extremely ill after falling from a horse. As 
he was quite unwell, he asked his physi- 
cian, Dr Mirza Yaqoub Baig, who was a 
sympathiser of Khwaja Kamaluddin, to be 
frank with him about the seriousness of 
his illness so that he could issue a will. As 
this group was determined to create dis- 
sension within the Community, they did 
not wish Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (may 
Allah be pleased with him) to issue any 
directives; so Dr Mirza Yaqoub Baig reas- 
sured Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (may Al- 
lah be pleased with him) that his illness 
was not serious and there was nothing to 
worry about. Immediately thereafter, Dr 
Baig attended a meeting of a number of 
people, some of them sympathisers to 
Khwaja Kamaluddin’s ideology. They dis- 
cussed the succession planning for the 
next Khalifa. I was also present at the 
meeting and clearly stated that it is a sin to 
talk about the next Khalifa when the cur- 
rent Khalifa is still alive; I regarded it as 
most inappropriate to utter even one word 
on this topic. I refused to take part in this 
discussion. 


This indeed was a sad state of affairs; this 
group convinced Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
I (may Allah be pleased with him) that 
there was no need for a will and reassured 
him about his illness and within minutes 
they were out colluding and planning for 
his succession! This was an act of grave 
deception. Fortunately, Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih I (may Allah be pleased with him) 
regained his health and resumed his 


duties later. 


THE OPPOSITION 10 KHILAFAT CONTINUED 


In 1912, the wife of Khwaja Kamaluddin 
passed away. This devastated him and to 
keep himself occupied, he planned a long 
tour of India for lecturing and fundraising. 
During his lecture, a rich Ahmadi busi- 
nessman proposed that he travel to Eu- 
rope on his behalf to carry out personal 
business for him. The rich person offered 
Khwaja Kamaluddin travel expenses and a 
large amount for subsistence. Unfortu- 
nately, Khwaja Kamaluddin used this op- 
portunity for self-promotion. Khwaja 
Kamaluddin gave everyone the impression 
that he was abandoning his successful 
practice as a lawyer to travel to the UK to 
preach Islam in the West. He also gave the 
impression that his trip was_ self- 
funded.This significantly increased the 
status of Khwaja Kamaluddin in the eyes 
of ordinary people. They regarded him as 
a living martyr who was offering an exten- 
sive sacrifice to promote the name of God 
in the West. As it happens, in London 
Khwaja Kamaluddin met a European wife 
of an Indian Muslim and had some reli- 
gious discussions with her. She accepted 
Islam. Khwaja Kamaluddin publicised this 
event widely and hailed it as the success of 
his preaching efforts. Later, Lord Headley- 
who was a Muslim for nearly 40 years, 
openly declared his change of religion. 
Khwaja Kamaluddin used his opportunity 
to claim that with his effort an English 
Lord had accepted Islam. This made sim- 
ple-minded Ahmadis hold Khwaja Kama- 
luddin in very high regard. However, later 
the lack of authenticity of his claims be- 
came apparent. 


The sympathisers of Khwaja Kamaluddin 
did not think it was in their best interest to 
openly challenge Khilafat; they resorted to 
underhand coercion. They published pam- 
phlets that undermined the status of Khil 
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afat. These pamphlets were called ‘The 
Declaration of the Truth’, I, II and III, and 
were published in November 1913. The 
pamphlets did not have the name of the 
author or the publisher and were signed 
by the name Da’ee Wassiyyat (the one 
calling to the will of the Promised Messiah 
(peace be upon him). In these pamphlets, 
they made covert attacks on Hazrat Kha- 
lifatul Masih I (may Allah be pleased with 
him), questioning his intellectual ability 
and his commitment. In these leaflets 
they attempted to incite people against 
Khilafat. Then Khwaja Kamaludd 
sought permission to offer Salat behi 
non-Ahmadi Imams. 


TERMINAL ILLNESS OF 


HAZRAT KHALIFATUL MASIH | (MAY ALLAH 


BE PLEASED WITH HIM) 


In 1914, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (may 
Allah be pleased with him) became ill 
again and his illness took a turn for the 
worse. On the 4thof March he wrote a will. 
The text of this will is as follows. 


“Tam writing this while I am fully 
awake and compost mentis. There 
is 


no God but Allah and Muhammed is 
his prophet of God. My children are 
young and we have no money in 
our home. Allah is their Protector. 
For their upbringing no orphan 
fund should be used and they could 
be given a loan till they are in a po- 
sition to repay... My successor 
should be God-fearing, he should be 
popular and should act on the 
teachings he promotes. He should 
deal with the new and old compan- 
ions of the Promised Messiah (peace 
be upon him) with understanding 
and overlook their weaknesses. I 
am loyal to all that he should be 
loyal to everyone and continue to 
do the Dars of Quran and Hadith.” 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be 
pleased with him) gave this will to Maulvi 
Mohammad Ali and asked him to read it 
out to the public three times. Then, Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be pleased 
with him) asked Maulvi Mohammad Ali if 
he had missed anything in the will, to 
which Maulvi Mohammad Ali replied in 
the negative. As time would demonstrate, 
this was an act of the greatest deception 
and treachery that a follower could do to 
his leader on his deathbed. 


During the illness of Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih I (may Allah be pleased with him), 
some discussions about the controversial 
issues intensified. Hence, I wrote a state- 


ment that as our leader is ill, it would be 
appropriate to postpone these controver- 
sial discussions until Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih I (may Allah be pleased with him) 
was better. These discussions could lead to 
conflict within the Jama’at. I sent the text 
of this statement to Maulvi Mohammad 
Ali and asked him if he would be happy to 
sign this. Maulvi Mohammad Ali refused 
to sign it, saying that this would promote 
conflict amongst those who did not even 
know that these discussions are taking 
place. As the condition of the Hazrat Kha- 
lifatul Masih I (may Allah be pleased with 
him) worsened, we were all becoming con- 
cerned and were doing our best to pro- 
mote unity within our Community. The 
consensus amongst the people was that 
they would not take the Oath of Allegiance 
at the hand of anybody who did not be- 
lieve in the concept of Khilafat. 


DEMISE OF HAZRAT KHALIFATUL MASIH | 


(MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH HIM) 


Then on 14th March on Friday, 1914 Haz- 
rat Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be 
pleased with him) passed away. At that 
time, Maulvi Mohammad Ali asked to see 
me and said that it would be sensible to 
take some time and to seek advice before 
making any major decisions. He suggested 
that we should postpone the election of 
the next Khalifa for four to six months. I 
said that would not be necessary as tomor- 
row a large number of people would arrive 
in Qadian and we would be able to seek 
advice and elect our next Khalifa. In re- 
sponse to this, Maulvi Mohammad Ali in- 
sisted that there was no harm in waiting 
six months. Maulvi Mohammad Ali’ said, 
“Afterall, what is it that a Khalifa can do 
that the Anjuman can’t?”. At this I 


esponded by saying that the role of Kha- 
lifa is to nurture the Community spiritual- 
ly as well as promote unity and resolve 
conflict. From my perspective, the ques- 
tion now was not whether there should be 
a Khalifa or not. The question was, Who 
should be the Khalifa? 


In the evening, I spoke to some of my col- 
leagues and said that my view was that it 
was against the principles of religion to 
reject the concept of Khilafat. In the Holy 
Quran, Allah the Exalted declares that 
Khilafat is a blessing and it is not permit- 
ted to turn away from the blessings of Al- 
lah.When I woke up for the Tahajjud Pray- 
er, I was shown a leaflet. These leaflets 
had been widely distributed amongst the 
Ahmadis who were not from Qadian. In 
this leaflet, Maulvi Mohammad Ali urged 
the Community that Khilafat should not 
continue anymore. He argued that Ah- 
madis should not support or take the 
Oath of Allegiance to any Khalifa from 
henceforth. Looking at this leaflet sur- 
prised me infinitely. It was only two days 
ago that I had spoken to Maulvi Moham- 
mad Ali about the discussion amongst our 
members regarding potentially divisive 
controversial matters. He said that people 
outside Qadian were not aware of any con- 
flict and hence we should not publicise any 
discussion of the conflict! This was a mat- 
ter of great concern for me. This made it 
absolutely clear to me that Maulvi Mo- 
hammad Ali and his sympathisers were 
going to lead the conflict. 


Those were difficult times and at such 
times what can a believer do but to pros- 
trate and seek the help of God. This is 
what I did and I prayed fervently. I also 
talked to people who were in the same 
room as me, I showed them the leaflet and 
asked them all to pray. We also kept a vol- 
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untary fast that day. It is a matter of great 
regret that Maulvi Mohammad Ali at- 
tempted to divide the community of the 
Promised Messiah (peace be upon him). 
On 14th of March 1914, all my relatives 
gathered and we agreed that our belief is 
that Khilafat should continue and we 
would take the oath of allegiance to the 
one who was elected even if he was from 
the group of Khwaja Kamaluddin sympa- 
thisers. Then in the afternoon Maulvi Mo- 
hammad Ali tried to convince me again 
that there should not be any election for a 
Khalifa just yet. At this point, I again reit- 
erated again that the question was not if 
there should be a Khalifa but who should 
be the Khalifa? 


THE CONTINUATION OF KHILAFAT AND THE 
SPLIT 


After the late afternoon prayers nearly 
2,000 people gathered. The will of Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih I (may Allah be pleased 
with him) was read out to the gathering. 
The election of the next Khalifa began and 
I was nominated by some people. At this 
the people insisted that I should take the 
Oath of Allegiance as the Khalifa. I did not 
remember the wording of the Bai’at (Oath 
of Allegiance) and I said that I would not 
be able to take the Oath because I did not 
even remember the wording. At this, Mau- 
lawi Syed Sarwar Shah Sahib said that I 
could read out the words and take the 
Oath of Allegiance. At this point, I consid- 
ered this as the Will of God, hence I ac- 
cepted His will and took the Oath of Alle- 
giance. Of the gathering of 2,000 people 
about 50 people abstained. We offered the 
funeral prayer for Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
I (may Allah be pleased with him). Then 
Maulvi Mohammad Ali left Qadian for La- 
hore and took Jamaat’s property worth 
Rs.3,000, comprising books, typewriters 
and other items. Some people asked me to 


not let him take the Community’s property 
but I refused to do so. As Maulvi Moham- 
mad Ali left Qadian, Dr Mirza Yaqoub Baig 
said begrudgingly pointing at the 
Taleemul Islam High School, “We are go- 
ing now and within 10 years all these plac- 
es will be in the hands of Christians.” 


They all left for Lahore claiming that Ah- 
madiyyat would be destroyed as an organi- 
sation and there would be no one to stop 
its destruction. However, despite the be- 
trayal of all these people, Allah the Exalted 
granted the Jama’at strength and security 
even at the hands of a weak and humble 
person like myself. After the migration of 
these people, Allah the Exalted showed by 
His powerful signs that He is the Provider 


and Protector of Ahmadiyyat. Allah ha 
the capacity to make this Community suc- 
cessful even at the hands of a person who 
was regarded as small and was called a 
mere child! 


You must remember that Ahmadiyyat is a 
tree planted by the hand of God and no 
one can destroy it. No one can stop the 
work of Allah. No one can destroy the 
beautiful valley of Qadian! 


Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih II (may Allah be pleased with 
him) “Khilafat Ala Minhaje Nabuwwat”. Vol. I pages 381 
to 477. Publisher Fazle Omar Press Qadian 2010 


“Khalifa of the time has a personal connection with people of all backgrounds and all 


races. The content of the daily post of Khalifa of the time is an unbelievable matter for 


worldly people. People write personal letters to him, discussing their personal affairs. It is 
Khilafat that focuses on the pain of every Ahmadi of the world and Khalifa of the time 


prays for them. Which worldly leader prays for the ailing? Which worldly leader is anx- 


ious for young women to get married and prays for them? Which worldly leader is con- 


cerned about education of children? Indeed, governments provide education and also 


provide health service but it is only the Khalifa of the time who is anxious for Ahmadi 


children to seek education and is anxious for them to have good health. There is no prob- 


lem, be it of the Jama’at or of someone’s private life of which the Khalifa of the time is 


not aware, for which he does not make practical efforts and does not turn to God to 


https://www.alislam.org/friday-sermon/2014-06-06.html 
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Sameen Ahmad - Morden Park 


On the 20th January 2018, Lajna Ima’illah 
UK held its Annual National Symposium 
at the Baitul Futuh Mosque Complex in 
Morden. Now in its ninth year, this event 
brings together women from all walks of 
life, old friends of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community and new, in an atmosphere of 
open dialogue, communication and build- 
ing relationships with each other. Every 
year a theme is chosen around the topic of 
‘peace’, and speakers are invited to take to 
the podium to share their views. At the 
end, there is also the opportunity for 
guests to pose questions to a panel made 
up of speakers and members of Lajna 
Ima’illah UK. The proceedings are then 


followed by a dinner where guests and 
their hosts can meet with each other and 
form closer or new bonds. 


Alhamdolillah this year, Lajna Imaillah 
continued with the tradition of the Peace 
Symposium, with the theme ‘Freedom, 
Faith and Liberty: Ensuring the rights of 
women’. Organised mainly by the Tabligh 
Department, a committee that was made 
prior to the event that was charged with 
the organisation and planning of it. Vari- 
ous teams were drafted and stationed at 
their respective places to carry out duties 
such at the car park team that was made 
up of ladies who directed traffic. 


FREEDOM, FAITH AND LIBERTY 
Ensuring the Rights of Wamen 


Are crore cmracrnimecd try titer 


Ahinuacty yo Muslite Womest's Amocinnon (TK) 
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A reception team was present at the doors 
to welcome and register approximately 500 
guests who were issued cards and given a 
welcome gift bag. Reception for guests was 
set up in the marquee outside, which 
housed refreshments including tea, coffee 
and beautifully decorated cupcakes featur- 
ing small doves, the symbol for peace. 


On one side of the marquee, an exhibition 
was set up for the benefit of guests, to in- 
troduce them to the true teachings of Is- 
lam. Guests had the chance to read infor- 
mation on rights of women, the veil, and 
so on. 


As the tour coincided with the time for 
prayer, many guests had the chance to 
see the observance of salat. Guests were 
given a tour of the building with short 
explanations of the building, its features 
and some Islamic teachings, before being 
led to the Tahir Hall to be seated for the 
start of the proceedings. 


The program for the evening began with 
recitation of the Holy Quran, followed by 
an introduction by National Tabligh Sec- 
retary Mrs Farzana Yousuf Sahiba. 


Also on display was Humanity First who 
showcased various project details and 
Review of Religion Magazine that dis- 
played copies of some of their editions as 
well as subscription forms. 


But perhaps the most beautiful corner 
was where copies of the Holy Quran in 
different languages and Braille were dis- 
played. The marquee was also the as- 
sembly point for mosque tours, which 
were conducted by another team of La- 
jna who took large groups of people 
wishing to see the actual mosque itself 
and the different prayer halls. 


A short video on the work of Lajna 
Ima’illah UK was played that showed 
quotes from the Holy Quran and 
ahadith on the importance of serving 
the community and being loyal to one’s 
nation. The video showed the diverse 
and vast contributions of Lajna UK in 
charity work, building bridges and links 
with other communities and visits to 
places such as care homes. 


Key speakers for the evening were introduced, and in turn they gave their viewpoints 
and work around the theme. The first speaker was Dr Stephanie Berry, a lawyer who 
stressed the need for people to respect the rights of Muslim Women to interpret their 
faith as they choose when it comes to the hijab. Her work is important in maintaining 
the rights of Muslim Women in European Countries where recently more and more de- 
bate has occurred against the hijab. The second speaker was Jackie Goymour who is a 
member of WIN, Women’s Interfaith Network. She emphasized the importance of 
building up a tolerant and consistent society and that all women regardless of faith and 
ethnicity should have option of what they want to wear. 


After these two most distinguished guests, Dr Fariha Khan, National President Lajna 
Ima’illah UK addressed all gathered, welcoming them all. She spoke about freedom and 
faith, and quoted from the Holy Quran and the words of Beloved Huzoor, Hazrat Kha- 
lifatul Masih V (May Allah be his helper) emphasising that there is no compulsion in the 
religion, and that women were in no way less than men. Dr Fariha Khan also mentioned 
that women in Islam had been given rights by the Holy Prophet Muhammad may peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him, though today there are some Islamic places that 
sadly do not practice or allow these rights. 
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She also informed the audience on 
the place of Ahmadi women and 
ii that Lajna, as an auxiliary organisa- 
tion, was established by Hazrat 
Musleh Maud, before the auxiliary 
for men, and even today we are still 
fortunate to enjoy the blessings of 
Khilafat. Having our own auxiliary 
organisation allows women to con- 
duct Programmes and events ac- 
cording to our needs, and the hijab 
does not hinder, rather it helps in 
many of our activities. 


WELCOME 


In the field of education for example, women 
and girls of the Community are achieving great 
heights, Mashallah with the grace of Allah. On 
the occasion of Jalsa Salana UK 2017 for exam- 
ple, 85 academic awards were given to ladies 
whereas 76 were given to men only. She also ex- 
pressed her hope to work together to fulfil the 
responsibilities in our smaller and wider circles 
and to make sure to encourage each other and 
work hand in hand. 


Lajna and Nasirat up and down the country 
work very hard to raise money for various chari- 
table causes. 


Alongside the appeals within the Community, members also donate generously to charities 
elsewhere. Lajna Ima’illah present a cheque to a chosen charity, and this year there were 
two recipients; ‘Save the children’ and ‘Common Wealth Education Fund’, a charity that 
funds the education of chosen girls and women in the Commonwealth countries who other- 
wise would not have the chance to go to school. Both charities received their cheques of 
£5,000 and had representatives who then also gave a word of thanks and spoke about their 
respective charities. Other distinguished guests included the Mayor of Croydon, Councillor 
Toni Letts and Mayor of Sutton Jean Crossby. 


Before the conclusion of the proceedings there was enough time for a Question and Answer 
session. Guests had been provided pens and question papers on their tables to write any 
questions to the speakers or the panel. These had been collected throughout the evening, 
and were read out in turn and answered. Questions ranged from the work and stance of EU 
law, changes that need to be implemented with regards to women’s rights, arranged mar- 
riages, and hijab for children, and terrorism. 


Dinner was served at the end, and the chance for guests to talk amongst themselves, make 
new acquaintances and friendships arose. Alhamdolillah there was an atmosphere of 
warmth, acceptance and show of Ahmadi Muslim women as intellectual and informed 
women of today who operate in society whilst wearing their hijab with humility and pride. 


May Allah bless all those who were part of the event. 
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As Ahmadi Muslims we are encouraged to make special efforts to integrate in the society we 
live in. Humanity has come this far by building relationships with people of different 
backgrounds, races and religions. We have to fulfil the responsibilities that these relationships 
carry, which can include being part of events celebrated by members of a given society. Some 
of these events might be completely harmless, but some carry connotations which can be 
morally compromising. 


Living in the West, we are constantly surrounded by ‘special’ occasions throughout the year; 
events such as Valentine's Day, Mother's Day and Easter to name a few. We only have to step 
out on the given day to be surrounded by associated paraphernalia. They seem to have 
become events which are heavily promoted by retailers who only have one goal in mind; to 
Capitalise on them. From afar, some of these social innovations seem harmless and can be 
seen to bring people together, but a closer examination reveals that these celebrated events 
are the seeds that lead to many of the ills we see planted in society today. Development of 
narcissistic traits can result from events promoting love of the self. Note, that these do not 
have to be physical events, but can be movements, such as social media campaigns. 
lsolationism is another trait stemming from practice of condensing care and love for relations 
to a single day in the year. False notions and practices slowly seep into our lives and often 
lead to extreme views and stances. What appear to be occasions for innocent fun and 
integration within society are sheer wastes of our time. The reader may perhaps think that 
these are rather exaggerated consequences, but we must be extremely wary of voluntary 
engagement in meaningless gestures and practices that have no moral standing. 


Allah the Almighty has stated that “and We created not the heavens and the earth, and all that is 
between them, in sport.” 1 [44:39]. Stemming from this simple yet fundamental truth is that all 
actions and practices in Islam must have a purpose. If we are to climb the higher echelons of 
moral conduct, then all that we incorporate or partake in our lives must be meaningful. Thus, it is 
necessary to understand every practice that society calls us to, and to question whether it serves 
the Creator or His creation. Indeed, this does not mean one is confined solely to the sphere of 
religious events; we often take the opportunity to promote the contributions of women on 
international women's day, or celebrate the works of great authors and poets. It is only the harmful 
practices that Islam guides us against, and this shall be highlight in this article. 


Children are very receptive to actions of those surrounding them and are easily influenced by their 
circle of friends. Often they are invited to Halloween parties, new year parties or Easter egg hunts. 
It is imperative that we talk to 
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our children about these events, in a rational and engaging manner, so they fully understand why 
we as Muslims don't celebrate them. In fact, this is a great opportunity to initiate discussion on 
Jesus (peace be upon him) and the idea of resurrection. The Easter egg symbolises the ‘rebirth’ 
of Jesus (peace be upon him) and we as Ahmadi Muslims believe that Jesus (peace be upon 
him) did not die on the cross and so he could not have been reborn. This must be done in such 
manner that doesn't portray Islam as a restrictive religion. Rather it should be taught that Islam is 
the only religion that promotes and provides absolute liberty. 


The question of celebrating birthdays is often raised, and we are lucky to have received guidance 
on the matter from the khulufa of the Promised Messiah (peace be on him). Hazrat Mirza Tahir 
Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) explained in his Q&A session (5th February 1994) "For a 
Muslim, all the answers lie in turning to the source of good conduct; that of Hazrat Muhammad 
(may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and before him, all other prophets of God. Now 
we know, for certain, from all the established authentic history of religion, no prophet ever, no 
prophet of Allah ever celebrated his birthday... my late father, Hazrat Khalifa-tul-Masih I| (may 
Allah be pleased with him) was very averse to it, he was religiously against it.” * 
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If we celebrate being a year older, we must also realise we are a year closer to the end of our allotted 
time on earth, a year less to do good deeds and a year less in our life to incur Allah's pleasure. 

Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad (may Allah be his helper) also explained how we should in fact 
celebrate our birthdays (Gulshan-e-Waqfe Nau, 27th January 2013) '...Wake up early in the morning, 
at the time of tahajjud, offer two nawafil, be grateful to God... Then pray for your life still to come, that 
Allah keeps you on the right path, and enable you to do deeds that please Him, make you a dedicated 
Ahmadi. Then offer prayer, then put some money towards charity...this is how we should celebrate 
birthdays'. >What a beautiful celebration this is! There is no promotion of the self, but rather a 
humbling contemplation and another opportunity to better ourselves. 


When it comes to Halloween, Huzoor (may Allah be his helper) has explained the matter in detail in 
his Friday sermon ‘Many people start following practices without thinking and simply imitate others. 
They also include their children in these. One such practice which is celebrated popularly in the West 
is Halloween...Halloween is a harmful innovation among Christians which takes one closer to shirk.’ * 
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To fully understand the harm of these practices, we must clarify why they are associated with 
shirk. Shirk is defined as deification or worship of anyone or anything besides the singular God, 
Allah. The Celtic custom of Halloween is to try to ward off any spirits that might have made their 
way from the next world back to ours. Bonfires and lanterns were lit to ward off such spirits. We 
however believe only Allah has the power to raise people from the dead, and according to the 
Quran, that will be on the day of judgement. Believing that some other power causes this 
transition between worlds, is shirk. The Bible forbids witchcraft and satanic practices, so in this 
day-and-age, Halloween has become a day where people dress up in costumes for fun and 
mischief. Huzoor (may Allah be his helper) clarified; ‘It should always be remembered that any 
‘fun’ that is based on shirk or any harmful way is to be avoided’ ® 


The Quran states: 'And say, ‘This is My path leading straight. So follow it; and follow not other 
ways, lest they lead you away from His way. That is what He enjoins upon you, that you may 
become able to guard against evils.” (6:154) ° 


Excessive display of wealth at weddings is another prominent cultural practice. This can range 
from expensive invitations to lavish décor. One may ask what is wrong with this? If you have the 
money, why should you not spend it? To better equip ourselves for addressing this question, it is 
worth reminding ourselves that Islamic practices and rules are there for both individuals and 
society. That is to say that, one should evaluate their decisions in light of its consequences on 
themselves and the society at large. Evidently spending lavishly may not have much of a 
consequence on the wealthy individual involved, but being the communal species that we are, 
these excessive displays can put pressure on the less wealthy to spend equally well, which may 
be beyond their means. The extent of these social pressures drive these (already less endowed) 
families into debt. 
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Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (may Allah be his helper) states in Conditions of Bai'at and the 
responsibities of an Ahmadi; ‘A lot of food is wasted in marriage celebrations and walimahs 
[reception given by husband after the marriage]. Many dishes are prepared for public display... 
Those who are not so well-off go into debt in order to have bridal dowry to display publicly. Some 
parents have to go into debt for fear of criticisms from their in-laws that their daughter has not 
brought much dowry with her. The groom's family should fear Allah. Do not permit your poor in-laws 
to go into debt in order to maintain your own false sense of self-esteem because the claim you 
make is that you are Ahmadis and are committed to abide by the ten conditions of bai'at. ’ These 
are wise yet firm words by the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him). Each one of us should 
endeavour to follow them precisely, only then we can guard the future of our society. 


History has taught us that one of the underlying successes of Islam was in that it did not destroy a 
country’s culture outright. Rather, Islamic teachings guided appropriate cultural practices. It 
destroyed harmful actions whilst amplifying positive cultural norms, such as the strong focus on 
hospitality amongst the Arabs. 
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It is easy to confuse cultural practices with religious ones, especially for those who are not well 
informed on a particular religion. It makes matters worse if some un-Islamic actions/customs are 
practiced in Muslim-majority countries. For example, a ban on women driving cars in Saudi Arabia 
had set a false oppressive image of Muslim women. This example is a drop in the tide that has 
risen against Islam. From swirling dervishes to honour killings, Islam has taken the brunt of the 
blame, when the truth is that the prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) of Islam 
truly cherished the sanctity of life and was an exemplary champion of women's and children’s 
rights. We need to take an active stand against negative portrayals of Islam and actively clear 
misconceptions held by the people around us. As Ahmadi Muslims, we should possess such a 
strong character and moral strength that other cultural influences should have no effect on us 
whatsoever. Instead we must become a guiding beacon for others. In these turbulent times, our 
actions can be the small step towards a more harmonious society. 
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As discussed, the lack of distinction between religion and culture creates innovations which often 
lead to the destruction of the purity of religion. 


In his Friday sermon, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V(may Allah be his helper) said When certain harmful 
innovations become prevalent they take one away from the true teachings and impair religion. All 
early religions lost their original state because new harmful innovations were introduced in them 
and no one came to remove them. Indeed, none was to come because Islam was to be the last, 
enduring religion on earth and it was the advent of the Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) that was to take place. Now, some harmful innovations have made their way in 
Islam and some of them are tantamount to shirk, including obvious and apparent shirk. However, in 
accordance to His promise, God has sent the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) to safeguard 
Islam from shirk and harmful innovations and InshaAllah it will remain safe. ° 


And we must remember that the only hope we have of saving the society fram these un-Islamic 
customs, is if we save ourselves from them, We should count ourselves from among the blessed, 
who have accepted the Messiah and in following his teachings, surely saved ourselves from the 
fate of our predecessors. 
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THE FUTURE'S LIFE SAVERS 


Denes and } headbands 


Qudsia Monique Ahmad 


The world around us has advanced so fast that it makes it 
hard to keep up with it. Among all other things, medical and 
health technologies have improved tremendously and contin- 
ue to advance. From bluetooth hearing aids to antimicrobial 
washable electronics, this new year is bringing many new 
players into the world of medical technology. Companies like 
Qardio make high-tech health monitors, such as blood pres- 
sure monitors and weight scales, affordable to the general 
public; while, hospitals and doctors learn of technologies that 
can save lives within minutes!. A few of these technologies 
will entirely shape the way we see medicine and healthcare. 


Cardiac arrest is a major cause of death, one out of thirty 
women and one out of nine men below the age of seventy die 
from it each year according to study conducted in Northwest- 
ern University?. Only one out of every ten people survive car- 
diac arrest. To survive cardiac arrest, a person must be resus- 
citated by CPR or defibrillation within minutes as chances of 
survival drop 10 percent every minute that passes. A drone 
defibrillator is in trial in Sweden’s Karolinska Institute3. 
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With the capacity to travel up to 50 mph, this 
drone travels in response to an emergency 
and is estimated to reach the patient in under 
6 minutes. It will have defibrillator pads that 
are simple enough for anyone to use and a 
camera communication system to walk the 
person through the process+. Though the 
drone defibrillator is still in trial, it’s accessi- 
bility will revolutionize medicine. 


Another technology in medicine worth mentioning relates to weight. With the keto diet be- 
ing the most common diet trend these days, the term “weight plateau” should be very famil- 
iar to you. Modius Health has found a solution to weight plateau with a headband that only 
needs to be worn once a week. 


The Modius Weight Loss Headbands send 
small electrical messages to the brain to con- 
vince it to get skinny. By communicating with 
the hypothalamus, the part of the brain that 
deals with metabolism and fat storage, these 
headbands push the body into losing weight. 
This headband is available online for under 


£ 400, for anyone who wants to purchase one5. With about 525 thousand patients in the UK 
in 2016 reported to be obese, this purchase can be a life saving investment for many®. 


These are some of the many exciting upcoming technologies in medicine which can make a 
difference in people’s lives and can be great lifesavers. 
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Today we have chosen a sweet and indulgent recipe (one of the favourite desserts of the Promised 
Messiah (peace be upon him), which reminds us of a beautiful incident in the blessed and heavenly 
life of Hadrat Amman Jan (may Allah be pleased with her). It reflects the mutual love, care and re- 

spect the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) and Hazrat Amman Jan (may Allah be pleased 
with her) had for each other. 


by Ruhana Hamood Bradford North 


It’s a famous incident of her making ‘sweet rice’ (gur walay chawal) in the beginning of their married days; she 
learnt that sweet rice was one of the favourite dishes of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him). She spe- 
cially ordered some rice and cooked it. However, she accidentally added four times as much gur (jaggery) as 
was required in the recipe. To her horror she ended up with a thick, glutinous mixture hardly recognizable as 
rice! She was deeply upset as she took the rice out of the pan. It was already dinner time and there was no time 
for a second attempt. The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) arrived. Hadrat Amman Jan (may Allah be 
pleased with her) relates how she felt like crying due to a culinary disaster. The Promised Messiah (peace be 
upon him) must have read her thoughts. Instead of scolding her he pleasantly consoled her; "What, are you 
upset about the rice? No, these are very nice, they are the kind I like." 


Then he graciously ate them smilingly, and talked so cheerfully that Hadrat Amman Jan (may Allah be pleased 
with her) soon forgot the embarrassment of her cooking disaster. 1 


° 2+1/2 cup long grain basmati rice 
° 1/4 teaspoon salt 
e 2+1/2 cup gur/jaggery crushed 
2 cloves 
° 1 stick cinnamon 
° Seeds from 4 green cardamom pods 
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° 4 tablespoons ghee (clarified butter) or olive oil 

° 1/2 cup mixed almonds, pistachios and dried coconut for garnish (optional) 

Method: 

° Rinse and soak rice for 15 minutes. 

e Meanwhile fill a deep pan 1/2 with water. Boil water. 

e Drain soaked rice, add to boiling water with whole spices and salt. Cook till rice are almost done, but not 
completely. 

e To check, press a grain between your thumb and index finger. It should break into two pieces without 
getting mashed. 

° Drain the water. 

° Add oil to the same pan. Add crushed jaggery and cook on medium low heat for 3-4 minutes or till jag- 


gery/gur begins to melt in oil. 
° Add rice. Carefully stir to mix rice and jaggery. 


e Place a tawa/griddle or heavy frying pan under the rice pan. Wrap the lid of the pan in a cotton kitchen 
towel. Cover the pan tightly. 


e Cook the rice on very low heat for another 15-20 minutes or till the rice soak up all the liquid from melt- 
ed jaggery and are fluffy. 

° Garnish with your choice of nuts and dried fruits or serve as is. 

e Serve hot for dessert or breakfast. Enjoy! 


Serves 8-10 


https://www.alislam.org/library/books/Hadrat-Amman-Jan.pdf PG24 
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By Madiha Ahmad, Epsom and Ewell ay  % 


If you do not have buttermilk, full fat Greek yogurt can be replaced entirely for the butter- 


milk. 


Buttermilk can be made at home by adding some lemon juice to milk (it can be ready in 15 
minutes) however ready-made buttermilk has a better consistency, the rest can be used for 


making pancakes and cakes. 


This is adapted from a recipe by Yotam Ottolenghi and Epicurious.com 


2 Aubergines cut in half 
2 tbsp. Olive oil 
Sea Salt 
Crushed Garlic 3/4 cloves 
Buttermilk 1/2 cup 
Greek yogurt 1/2 cup 


Sumac or pomegranate seed 
powder 


Dried parsley or finely 
chopped fresh herbs 


1tsp Za’atar 


Fresh pomegranate seeds 
(of one or two pomegranates) 
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Preheat oven to 200C. 


Cut two aubergines in half and make slits in a diagonal 
way in order to make diamond shapes, taking care not to 
cut through the skin. 


Crush some sea salt onto the aubergines that have been 
placed on a baking tray skin side down. 


Drizzle olive oil onto the aubergine flesh generously, 
around 3 tablespoons on each portion. 


Place in the oven for 40 mins or until the aubergines are 
soft and browned all over. 


Once the aubergines are removed from the oven let them 
cool down. 


To make the buttermilk sauce you need to combine the 
buttermilk and yogurt, add olive oil, crushed garlic cloves 
and a good pinch of salt and mix really well. 


Gently spoon the sauce onto the aubergines (that have 
been dished out onto a flat dish). 


Now gently spoon the pomegranate onto the yogurt sauce 
being careful not to mix the toppings. 


Then sprinkle dry parsley or finely chopped (mint or pars- 
ley), if using fresh. In the end sprinkle Sumac or Pome- 
granate seed powder. 


NUTRITIOUS 
FOODS IN THE 


HOLY QURAN 


RESHAM MASOOD - WALSALL 


There are many nutritious foods mentioned in the Holy Qur’an 
both reminding and encouraging readers to include these foods 
in their daily diet. The following article will explore the nutri- 
tional qualities of milk, honey, figs and dates. 


Milk is mentioned twice in the Holy Quran. Once 


in chapter 16 verse 67: 


“And surely in the cattle too there is a lesson 
for you. We give you to drink of what is in 
their bellies, from betwixt the faeces and the 
blood, milk pure and pleasant for those who 
drink it.” 


and again in chapter 47 verse 16: 


“A description of the Garden promised to the righteous: therein are rivers of 
water which corrupts not; and rivers of milk of which the taste changes not; 
and rivers of wine, a delight to those who drink, and rivers of clarified honey. 
And in it will they have all kinds of fruit, and forgiveness from their Lord. Can 
those who enjoy such bliss be like those who abide in the Fire and who are 
given boiling water to drink so that it tears their bowels?” 


Milk contains many health benefits. Cow’s milk is a source of potassium which can reduce 
blood pressure. However, there are many other foods which can provide potassium such as: 
oranges, tomatoes, lima beans, spinach, bananas, prunes and yogurt. According to a study, 
people who consume 4069 mg of potassium per day have a 49% lower chance of death from 
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ischemic heart disease.2 


Milk is an effective way to protect oneself from the risk of colorectal and breast cancer. The 
risk of being diagnosed with colorectal cancer is extremely high for places that receive less 
sunlight. A recent study in Norway has shown that those women who drank milk as children 
and continued to do so as adults, had a lower risk of developing breast cancer. 


We've all heard that milk is great for our bones and that is because it provides calcium and 
vitamin D, which is important for the growth of our bones and teeth. However, we cannot 
rely solely on milk to attain strong muscles and bones. We must also be regular in physical 
activity, eat a low sodium diet as well as a high level of potassium. 


We must also be aware of the fact that, too much consumption of milk in our diet can also 
have a negative effect on our health. According to Frank A. Oski, M.D, Director of Paediat- 
rics at Johns Hopkins University, there may be a link between milk and insulin-dependent 
diabetes. In addition, infants may suffer blood loss in their intestinal track, depleting their 
body’s iron.4 Milk is also known to cause allergies and digestive problems. 


Figs are mentioned in chapter 95 verse 2 of The Holy 
Quran: 

“By the Fig and the Olive”s 
‘BBC good food’ explained the importance of figs and 
claims that they are 


“a great source of fibre and full of vitamins 
and minerals, dried and fresh figs have a long 


and illustrious history. It is known for being a healthy and versatile ingredi- 
ent. They can add a burst of sweetness to all kinds of dishes...” 


Let us now look at the history of figs. It is said that one of the oldest fig trees can be traced 
back to the earliest historical documents and features prominently in the Bible. Figs are na- 
tive to the Middle East and were held in very high regard by the Greeks. 


Figs are rich in minerals including potassium, calcium, magnesium, iron and copper and are 
a good source of antioxidant vitamins A, E and K which are very important for good health. 
Here’s an interesting fact: a 100g serving of ‘dried figs’ has 249 calories, and a 100g serving 
of ‘fresh figs’ provides 80 calories. In other words, you should avoid eating ‘dried figs’ when 
you are on a diet due to their high calorie content. On the other hand, eating too many figs 
can have a laxative effect, therefore they should be eaten in moderation. 
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Figs can also be used in various recipes including: Toffee fig pies, fig and almond cake, fudgy 
fig roll, winter fruit salad, and marinated fig and mozzarella salad. 


Honey is mentioned once in The Holy Quran; 
chapter 16 verse 70: 


“Then eat of every kind of fruit, and follow 
the ways of thy Lord that have been made 
easy for thee.’ There comes forth from their 
bellies a drink of varying hues. Therein is 
cure for men. Surely, in that is a Sign for a 
people who reflect.”7” 


Honey is extremely beneficial for our health. Its benefits include: 


Preventing cancer Relieving arthritic-related discomfort 
Preventing heart disease Promoting a healthy digestive system 
Easing coughs and colds Increasing calcium absorption 
Healing wounds Providing allergy protection 
Providing energy Relieving sore throat 


It's also great for slowing down aging in skin. Choosing honey over sugar results in a more 
gradual rise in blood sugar levels that is believed to help with hunger levels. According to 
the US Department of Agriculture National Nutrient Database, one tablespoon of honey 
contains 64 calories, 17.3 grams of carbohydrate and o fat.8There are a number of ways we 
can introduce honey into our diet. We can use honey to sweeten dressings, to use in coffee 
or tea instead of sugar or to drizzle honey on top of toast or pancakes. 


Dates are mentioned 3 times in the Holy Quran. 
Once in Chapter 6 verse 100: 


“,..And from the date-palm, out of its 
sheaths, come forth bunches hanging 


low...”. 


Then in Chapter 19 verse 26: 


“And shake towards thyself the trunk of the 


AN-NUSRAT 


palm-tree; it will cause fresh ripe dates to fall upon thee.” 
Lastly, in Chapter 55 verse 69: 
“In both of them there will be all kinds of fruit, and dates and pomegranates”9 


The American Cancer Society declares that consumption of one date on a daily basis assists 
in maintaining healthy eyes for one’s life time.’° It also: 


« Prevents the risk of stroke 

¢ Boosts brain health 

« Promotes heart health, reducing heart disease risk 
« Reduces blood pressure 

« Prevents colon cancer 

« Dried dates are great for teeth 

« Prevents night blindness 


Muslims follow the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
and eat dates especially for Iftar in the month of Ramadhan. “Salman ibn Aamir Dhabi (may 
Allah be pleased with him) relates that the Holy Prophet, may peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him, said: 


Ifany among you keep a fast, he should end it with a date or else with water 
for it is pure (Abu Daud and Tirmidhi)” 


This article has looked into some of the foods mentioned in the Holy Qur’an and described 
their multiple nutritional benefits. However, it is important to remember that anything we 
consume in excess can be harmful to us. Allah told this to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) 1400 years ago and said: 


“Kat and drink, but exceed not the bounds” (7:32).12 


This message has also been confirmed by medical professionals today. In order to decide 
whether a product is healthy for us, we must look at its advantages and disadvantages and 
decide accordingly. Where one product is beneficial for one person, it can be harmful for the 
other. Therefore, it is always advisable to seek professional advice from our GPs if you are 
unsure. 
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Short Stories from the Life of the 
Promised Messiah (peace be on him) 
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At another occasion, Hazrat Abdul 
Aziz Sahib relates that he and a 


train late in the night so were very 
ding was appropriate for the weath- 
er. |{ he found anyone was not cov- 
ered properly, he would take bed | 
cloths fram his own bed and made 
covered seven people all the while 
taking coverings from his own _ a 


siah [peace be on him) took to look 


{Hajrah Sabaha, Leeds) 


Reforerces 
— ee 


Available from: https:/ / 
www.alislarn.org/quran/view/? 


page=519&region=E2&CR 


him} possessed great love for the Holy 

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 

be on him) such that it can be said 
BSignificance of hospitality, 


Alislam.org. Available from: 


a = 


sigh. — Available fram: 


the Holy Prophet (saw) - 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 


very closely follawed the example of 


the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings 


is narrated by Mirza Din Muhammad 


[may Alloh be pleased with him} who ane 


Bh lard A. Lite of Ahmad [as). Tilford, 


in order to wake him up. When ques- 


tioned why he would wake him up in 


{peace and blessings of Allah be on 


{Shehzana Shoarb,Leeds} 
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By Yusra Dahri, London 


How many times have we all been told through some medium or another that we must stay true to 
ourselves and not let anyone change who we are? 

How many times have we rolled our eyes in response, thinking that it would never be us? 

We are far too clever for that! 

If we fast forward a few years later then we a//start looking a little foolish. 

A flicker of hesitation. An awkward smile. 

If we’re so smart, why can’t we think of the perfect thing to say right now, instead of fidgeting nerv- 
ously? 

How do you hold on to your values without offending those who didn’t rea//y mean any harm? 

Peer pressure. 


Not as black and white as we thought. 


It’s easy enough to defend yourself when someone attacks you directly, but it’s much harder to de- 
fend yourself when people challenge your way of thinking, especially unintentionally. 

The desire to ‘fit in’ is human nature; no one wants to be an outcast. 

But remember, who /s /t that you’re trying to fit in with? Who are you allowing to influence you? 

A family member who has experience with your problem and is trying to give you advice? Or a class- 
mate, someone who is just as inexperienced with real life as you are but insists they know best, or is 
treated like they do? 

And you have to ascertain whether your friends (who are probably quite naive) have your best inter- 
ests at heart, or don’t know what they’re doing and just don’t want to be alone? 

If you’re more inclined to the latter option, then the chances are you’re a sensitive and kind person 
who wants to help others. 


But you have to distinguish whether they need help or they want hedonism. 


AN-NUSRAT 


(If hedonism, say no. There’s no reason for you to take part in something you don’t believe in.) 

And even in some cases the help they want is help you can’t give. It’s unfair to you and it’s unfair to 
them because they aren’t getting the proper help they need. 

Peer pressure can also be more confrontational. People will want, even demand you to do something 
that you rea/ly don’t want to do. They may even threaten you, but the key here is to say no. 

When | was in my first year of secondary school, there were some people who wanted me to do 
something that | did not want to do. They even threatened to drop my pencil case out of the window 
(the stakes were high- that pencil case was brand new!). However, | still refused and blatantly said | 
would tell a teacher. They scoffed like they didn’t care, but lo and behold, my pencil case was re- 
turned to me. | stayed sitting exactly where | was but they left me alone after that. By saying no you 
give yourself respect and people will sense that immediately. 

To their credit, after five years they’ve matured and grown up completely since then. 

That’s another reason why it’s so important to stand up for your values: you have no idea what a 
profound effect it can have on someone else. 

The best way to avoid peer pressure or influence is to find a peer group that respects you and your 
values. If you’re lucky, you may find this at school, but even if you don’t, remember that school is a 
setting that’s only temporary. 

The people you know now you may not even know in another five years, but you have yourself forev- 
er. You don’t want to change yourself for people you won’t even remember in ten years time. 

So what do you do amidst the hesitation and the awkward smiles? If you’re not quite feeling up to it 
(which is fine, by the way) stay away and don’t look back. But if you’re feeling brave enough, say 
what you think clearly and boldly. 


There will be pressure. There always will. 
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